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UNION SQUARE REACHES MAJOR CONSTRUCTION MILESTONE 

- Topping Out Ceremony marks completion of external structure -  

 

Union Square, the £250m retail and leisure development in the centre of Aberdeen, 

today celebrated another major construction milestone with a Topping Out ceremony, 

held at one of the highest points of the retail and leisure development.   

 

Developer Hammerson and main contractor Miller Construction hosted the event to 

celebrate the completion of the development’s external structure and the handover of 

units to signed tenants, allowing the internal fit out process to begin. 

 

Guests, including representatives from Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Councils and 

members of the business community, were welcomed by local toastmaster Morris 

Manson and led to the top of the three storey car-park by piper Bill Blacklaw.  

 

With a backdrop of Aberdeen City landscape, John Richards, Chief Executive, 

Hammerson, Robin Mackie, Chief Executive, Miller Construction and Kate Dean, 

Aberdeen City Council Leader marked the major milestone with the traditional 

ceremonial concrete pour.  

 

John Richards, Chief Executive, Hammerson said: “To have got where we are today 

is a real achievement. As we move into the retail delivery phase of the project, I am 

confident that this scheme will bring long-term prosperity to Aberdeen, creating jobs 

and attracting visitors from Aberdeenshire and further afield."  

 

When complete, Union Square will become an integral part of Aberdeen’s city centre 

landscape and offer a unique blend of retail and leisure facilities. Over the next few 

weeks, we will be handing over units to some of the big high street names that will 

soon be joining the development, including Zara, H&M and Bestseller.  

 

Robin Mackie, Chief Executive, Miller Construction said: “This milestone is a great 

cause for celebration and we are delighted to welcome such distinguished guests to 

 



site to help us mark it.  The success of projects of this scale, come down to the 

quality of the team who work on them.  Working together in partnership with 

Hammerson, the professional team and our supply chain, and with over 500 staff on 

site, we are confident that Union Square will set a blueprint for future developments 

in the North East. 

 

“We are pleased to be working with Hammerson and to be sharing this special 

occasion with them.”   

 

Union Square is a £250m development which will create a brand new retail and 

leisure centre in the heart of Aberdeen. It will open in the autumn of this year, 

creating around 1,000 jobs.  

 

Confirmed retail tenants at Union Square include Marks & Spencer, Zara, H&M, 

Bestseller - with brands Vero Moda and Jack & Jones - Next, New Look, Dorothy 

Perkins, Burton, Warehouse, Wallis, Miss Selfridge and Clarks. The food brands on 

board are Nando's, ASK, Chiquito and Frankie & Benny's. Cine UK will operate the 

10 screen cinema and Jurys Inns will operate the 203 bedroom three star plus hotel. 
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Notes to Editors: 
 
Union Square stats 
Union Square is a £250 million mixed use, regeneration scheme creating a new retail and 
leisure quarter for Aberdeen. Developed by Hammerson, the scheme includes 56 retail units, 
comprising a range of national and international brands, up to 12 restaurants and cafés, a 203 
bed hotel and 10 screen multiplex, set to be Aberdeen’s largest cinema. The scheme will also 
provide visitors with a new civic square.  Union Square will be Aberdeen's most 
accessible retail and leisure offer with 1,700 car parking spaces, easily reached from all major 
routes and integrated with the city's bus and rail stations - providing a gateway to the 
region and encouraging sustainable travel to the city. 
www.unionsquareaberdeen.com  
 
Hammerson plc 
Hammerson plc is a FTSE-100 Real Estate Investment Trust which operates principally in the 
retail sector in the UK and France. Its £6.5 billion portfolio, which provides 1.4 million m² of 
retail space and 255,000 m² of offices, includes 15 major shopping centres and 19 retail 
parks.  
 
Hammerson has a track record of successfully delivering major city centre regeneration 
projects. Award-winning developments include Bishops Square in London and Bullring in 
Birmingham. In September 2008 the Company opened three major retail-led developments: 
Highcross, Leicester; Cabot Circus, Bristol and an extension to Parinor, an existing centre in 



Paris.  This autumn, Hammerson will open its latest retail-led regeneration scheme, Union 
Square in Aberdeen.  
 
The Company is currently working with several councils across the UK to deliver retail-led 
mixed-use projects in cities including Leeds, Southampton and Sheffield.  
www.hammerson.com. 
 


